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information as to the method by which the oil was caused to
explode. The Minister had sent him a curt refusal. These facts
are all contained in an affidavit made by Count von Rosen, who
was highly indignant at Shaffner's conduct.
Meanwhile Nobel's invention was patented in America on the
25th October, 1865. Shaffner, wlxo had himself applied for a
patent for the use of nitre-glycerine, had the hardihood to bring
an action against Nobel on the ground that the invention was his*
Depositions of witnesses wore accordingly taken down before the
American Consuls at Hamburg and Stockholm in the presence of
Nobel and Shaffner. The Ammeberg workmen, who had assisted
at Nobel's explosive experiments in the autumn of 1863, as well
as Captain Wennerstrom, testified to Nobel's priority as inventor,
and the action was accordingly decided in his favour.
In order to settle his business affairs Nobel went to New York
himself in April, 1866, and remained there until the end of July.
He arrived back at Hamburg on the nth August of that year. In
order to be relieved of the worry caused by Shaffner's intrigues,
Nobel transferred to him on the i6th May> i860, for the nominal
consideration of one dollar, the exclusive right to exploit the
nitro-glyccrine patent in the United States for military purposes.
He also surrendered his patent rights to the recently formed
" United States Blasting Co/' on the terms described above, at
the same time undertaking to hand over to that Company without
charge any future improvement or new discoveries affecting
nitro-glycerine.
The new company, many of whose beautifully designed share
certificates are still preserved in the archives of the Nobel Founda-
tion, proved to be from the start a pure swindle, at any rate by
European standards* Only a small proportion, about 5 per cent
of the authorised share capital of 1,000,000 dollars, was actually
subscribed in cash, and that mainly by one of the founders of the
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